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OUR
STUDENTS SAY

"I have sincerely tried to find the words to express
how much I enjoy and need and look forward to
receiving the Ambassador College Correspondence
Course. All I can say is that I feel at last I have found
something comparable to the 'fountain of living
waters'mentioned by Jesus in the Bible. Although I
continue to have a great thirst for more of the truth,
your course is revealing it to me."

-H. R., Houston, Texas

"Your Bible lessons are really grving me a different
slant on life. You people must have a lot of faith and
an outer Power to keep you going."

-Otto B., Perrysburg, Ohio

Editor's Note: That Power is what this lesson ls
all about.

"I have been receiving your Bible lessons for some
time. In fact, I'm working on the 6th lesson now. But
the lessons have created a problem for me. You see,
they have opened my eyes to a lot of facts. Therefore,
when I go to church I feel a little hypocritical or
funny listening to the minister say things that just
don't jibe with what I have learned. Now I am lost for
some place to meet with others who believe like I do
now, and to worship."

-I. S., New York, New York
Editor's Note: This lesson has good news for this
student and others like him!

"I would like to thank you for giving me a better
understanding of the Bible through the Correspon-
dence Course and the magazines and literature I
have received from you over the past year. About one
yearago I had never been interested in religion in my
entire life, perhaps because I didn't understand it.
Now, because of the very important knowledge you
have revealed to ffie, I want to do my best to live by
every word of Almighty God. If I am going to be a
Christian I want to know God's truth, and I believe
You are 

i:#T,l['.1lffi1,,H'i,I l#: ?'l]i,",,"
"Your Bible Correspondence Course is the most

rewardirrg and remarkable course that has ever been
put together. I am learningmore about my Bible and
how to understand it since I started, than I have ever
learned from reading the Bible myself or from any
m inist.' :ffir affi,B:HJ jx,I'"1,,S"., 
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God's miraculous handiwork is
revealed in this spectacular
photo of a spiral gdaxy con-

taining billions of stars. It was by the awesome powq of the Holy
Spirit that God created the fathomless universe with its billions
of galaxies.

Man stands in awe of the tremendous forces at work in the
universe. Yet few realize that the laws governing aU physical
phenomena were originally set in motion, and are now kept
operating, by the dynam,ic Spirit of God. God sits at the controls
of the entire universe-He rules and sustains His vast creation by
the power of the Holy Spirit!
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WHYYOU NEEDTHE

Mankind is engaged in a lrustrating search lor answers lo
the problems ol humanity. Yet the real answers have eluded
this world's greatest thinkers. Only the Creator God has the
ultimate answer-il we are willing lo seek and accept it!

A FrER teaching His disciples for three and one

A half years, Jesus Christ prepared to offer
L r' Himself as the ultimate sacrifice. Soon He
would be crucified and murdered by His contem-
poraries. After three days and three nights in the
tomb, He would be resurrected to sit at the right
hand of His Father in heaven. His twelve apostles
would then spearhead the Work He had person-
ally begun.

These men would have to face the sobering pros-
pect of carrying an unpopular gospel to a hostile
world. They would have to contemplate years of
persecution, ridicule and possibly even martyr-
dom. A discomforting prospect to say the least!

The apostles would need strength, encourage-
ment and wisdom. They would need love, patience
and endurance to follow in Christ's steps and
carry out His commission.

Jesus Promised Special Help

The apostles would also need to recall the les-
sons taught to them by Christ during His earthly
ministry. As generally "unlearned" men, they
needed wisdom to face the philosophers, scholars
and intellectuals of that day. They needed faith
and courage to confront the seething hostility of
religious leaders who would attempt to stamp out
the fledgling Work of God time after time.

And Jesus knew it!
He said to them shortly before His trial and

crucifixion: " I am not going to leaue you alone in
the world-I am coming to you" (John 14:18, Phil-
lips trans.). Christ intended to continue to teach
and support the twelve, but not in the flesh. His
Father in heaven possessed a means by which the
apostles would be aided miraculously in their
efforts to spread the true gospel.

"But the Counselor, the Holy Spirit," said Jesus,
"whom the Father will send in my name, he will
teach you all things, and bring to your remem-
brance all that I have said unto you" (John 14:26,
RSV).

The word translated "counselor" in the Greek is
parakletos, which in the Gospel of John has the
meaning of "helper, advisor, intercessor." God's
Spirit was intended to help and support the
apostles in their work. And it would bring to their
minds the lessons they had learned from their Mas-
ter-Jesus Christ.

A Help and Comfort to Every Christian

But Christ did not limit the help of the Holy
Spirit to the apostles alone. It is a gift absolutely
guaranteed to every person who will truly repent.
Notice the apostle Peter's bold promise in Acts
2:38: ". . . Repent, and be baptized every one of
you in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness
of your sins; and you shall receiue the gift of the
Holy Spirit" (RSV).

And as we learned in a previous lesson, only
those who possess the Holy Spirit are recognized
by God as being true Christians (Rom. 8:9-11).

But what is the Holy Spirit? What does it do?
Why do we need it anyway?

The answers to these questions are vitally
important to eueryone, for the Holy Spirit is the
only real, permanent and lasting answer to the
problems of every human being!

Jesus said: ". .. I am come that they might have
life, and that they might have it more abun-
dantly" (John 10:10). One reason Christ came into
this world was to teach humanity the true values
in life-the way which would bring true happiness
and joy into our lives.
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But more importantly, Christ came to reveal
the way to receive God's gift of eternal life. Jesus
taught that unless we receive and retain the Holy
Spirit, we can never hope to enter the Kingdom of
God. Why? Because it is only through God's Spirit
that we can develop the lasting character of God
in this life, and be resurrected to glorious eternal
life at Christ's return.

Holy Spirit Now AYailable

Jesus Christ came to herald the coming of the
Holy Spirit-to make this precious grft freely
available to every person who would truly repent
and believe. "He that believeth on me, &s the scrip-
ture hath said," proclaimed Jesus, "out of his belly
shall flow rivers of living water. (But this spake He
of the Spirit, which they that believe on him
should receiva . . ." (John 7:38-39).

You can have the resources that will enable you

Correspondence Course Lesson I I

to live the kind of life God intended from the
beginnirg, and to ultimately attain eternal life.
But these can come only from aboue-from the
Holy Spirit of God-not from the within or the
around.

The apostle James was inspired to remind us
that "Every good glft and every perfect gift is from
aboue, and cometh down from the Father of
lights ..." (James 1:LT). Our Creator stands ready
to impart these wonderful resources through the
vehicle of His Holy Spirit-if we will only abide by
the conditions outlined in His Word.

The Holy Spirit is indeed the key to the spiritual
blessings of God. It is the only ingredient which
will enable man to fulfill his inner craving for the
love, joy and peace he so desperately needs for true
happiness and accomplishment in this life, and for
all eternity.

Let's begin to understand much more about
why we need the Holy Spirit in our lives today.

LESSON 11
What the Holy Spirit Really !s

Spiritual qualities and entities seem so unreal to
most people. And no wonder. Spiritual things are
invisible, not discerned by the senses except as

revealed in writing in the Bible. When we speak of
the Holy Spirit, it is difficult to grasp its nature. Yet
the Bible revealsa greatdeal about God's Spirit.

In a section of Lesson 8, we proved conclusively
from our study of the scriptures that the Holy
Spirit is not a "third person" of a limited "trinity."
We discovered that the Spirit of God is the power
and energy of the God Family, &s well as the very
nature, life and mind of God.

Let's review some of those essential scriptures,
and study a few new ones as we lay the foundation
for understanding one of the most crucial subjects
of the Bible.

1. What is the composition of God? John 4:24.
But do the Father and Christ have definite form
and shape? Gen. l:26; John L4:9; Rev. 1:13-16.

ConrrrENr: The God Family is composed of
divine, immortal spirit essence. Spirit is the very
life of God. Yet the Father and the Son have
definite shape. From one end of the Bible to the
other we are told about the shape and the parts of
each member of the God Family. The Father and
the Son each have a head, hair, eyes, nose, mouth,
arms, fingers, a torso, legs , feet, plus inward parts.

Man, as we know, was created in the image of

God. But we are composed of temporal, corrupt-
ible matter. We do not have eternal life inherent
within ourselves as does the God Family.

2.What is another great difference between God
and man-what is God's characteristic attitude
and general mental makeup? Ps. 99:9. Is there
anyone as "holy" as God? I Sam. 2:2. Would you
consider man, of himself, as being "holy"? Rom.
3:10-18, 23; 8:7; Jer. L7:9.

CotvttvtENT: The word "holy" means pure of
heart or free from sin. The two beings presently
composing the God Family possess a sinless,
"holy," spiritu,al attitude and mind. The Holy
Spirit therefore expresses the very mind and char-
acter of God.

3. What are some other characteristic attributes
of God's Spirit? Isa. LI:2-3. What additional char-
acteristics or "fruit" does the Holy Spirit mani-
fest? Gal. 5:22-23; II Tim. l:7.

4. Does God's Spirit fill the entire universe?
Ps. 139:7 -8; Jer. 23:24.

CorrrrENr: The Holy Spirit, like matter, exists
in various states. It not only composes the mem-
bers of the God Family, it also flows out from them
to accomplish their will.
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Jesus compared the Holy Spirit to active, dy-
namic "rivers of living water" that He gives to
those who thirst for it (John 7:37-38).





5. Is the Holy Spirit also the power by which
God-the ultimate source of all power-created
all things? Jer. 32:17; Ps. 104:30. How did the
Eternal God utilize His Spirit of power to bring
His various creations into being? Ps. 148:1-5.
Notice the word "commanded" in verse 5. Also
read Psalm 33:6-9 and Genesis 1:1-3.

ConnuENr: Even though the Father and the Son
are described spacially as being in definite loca-
tions with respect to each other, spirit proceeds
from them and, as David said, fills the entire uni-
verse-much like air is everywhere present on
earth. The Spirit actually is the instrument or vehi-
cle by which the God family creates!

Christ-the Logos, or "Word" (John 1 :1)-
"spake and it was done." It was by the Spirit of
God that the creative energy of the Father and
Son was transformed into the physical creation
we see around us (Heb. 11:3). And it was by His
Spirit that He reformed the surface of the earth
(Gen. 1).

Man has no such inherent spiritual attribute of
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THE EARTH was brought into existence by the
creative power of God's Holy Spirit. lt is the "train-
ing ground" for future members of God's Family.

creative power. God has purposely limited man's
creative abilities to dealing strictly with the physi-
cal world around him. And so man has learned to
work with and use the physical laws which God set
in motion-now to a degree seemingly bordering
on the miraculous, but physical nonetheless.

God's original purpose for putting man here on
earth was to train him for rulership in the King-
dom of God. The earth is the training grouDd, so to
speak, to prepare mankind for greater responsi-
bilities once born into the universe-ruling Family
of God-which will include use of the creative
power of God!

6. Is the very creation all around us mute testi-
mony of the miraculous creative power of God?
Rom. l:20. (Also read the entire, but short, 26th
chapter of Job for more vivid illustrations of God's
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infi.nite power. You might also like to read chap-
ters 36:22 through to 42:6 to see how great the
power of God really is!)

7. Does God sustain, preserve and rule His vast
creation? Neh. 9:6; Heb. 1:2-3; Ps. 66:7.

CowtwtENT: God sits at the controls of the entire
universe, so to speak, and He rules and sustains
everything by the awesome power of His Holy
Spirit!

The Kev to Glorious Immortality

Man is mortal, subject to death. We do not
possess eternal life and great powers inherently
within ourselves. Eternal life and spiritual power
are gtfts of God-attributes of the Holy Spirit.
Let's notice how having the Holy Spirit within us
now is the key to receiving glorious immortality at
the resurrection.

1. According to the biblical account, what hap-
pened to Jesus Christ after having been dead and
buried for three days? I Cor. 15:3-4. How did the
Father raise Christ from death? Eph. l:19-21.
(Note that verse 17 tells us it is God the Father
and Christ who are being discussed here.)

CowtwtENT: Clearly, it was by the miraculous
power of the Holy Spirit that God the Father
raised Christ from death to glorious immortality,
authority and power.

2. Is there any proof of Christ's resurrection
from the dead? I Cor. 15:5-8.

3. Was Christ the first of many who are to be

resurrected to eternal life? Acts 26:23; Col. 1:18;
I Cor. 15:22-23; Rom. 8:29.

4. Does the Father promise true Christians that
He will also raise them to immortality-to be par-
takers of His divine nature and power-as He did
Jesus? I Cor. 6:14;15:49-53; II Pet. L:4. (We sug-
gest that you also read the entire 15th chapter of
I Corinthians together with Galatians 3:29; 4:7;
and Titus 3:7.) How essential is it to have the Holy
Spirit dwelling in us now in order to receive eter-
nal life at the resurrection? Rom. 8:9-11, 14-17.

CotvttvtENT: The Scriptures make it abundantly
clear that God desires to elevate mortal man to
the God-plane of existence-to become literal
spirit-born members of His spirit-composed Fam-
ily ! It is also evident that only those who presently
have (or did have before they died) God's Spirit
will be granted the grft of eternal life at Christ's
return. These individuals-true Christians-have
been begotten by the Spirit of God and are mani-
festing the "fruit" (Gal. 5:22-23) of the Holy Spirit
in their lives. (The "fruit of the Spirit" will be
discussed later in this lesson.)

We, if we are begotten of the Father and have
the Spirit of Ctrrist, are declared to be "heirs"
(future inheritors) of the diuine nature-of the
very mind of God, and of immortal, incorruptible,
perfect, all-powerful God-life!

5. When and how quickly will a spirit-begotten
person's change to immortality take place? I Cor.
15:51 -52.

6. What type of body did Jesus receive at the
time of His resurrection? I Cor. 15:44-45. Will

from which Christ was miraculously raised to
fence guards against thousands of souvenir-

JESUS' TOMB-lnside and
glorious immortality by the
conscious tourists who visit
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outside views of the tomb
Father's Holy Spirit. lron
Jerusalem every year.



those who are changed at the coming resurrection
be given the same kind of glorious body Jesus
Christ has today? Phil. 3:20-2L; I John 3:2?

CovruENr: They will then be given a spirit-
composed body like Christ has now. Their natural,
mortal bodies will suddenly be changed to bodies
of spirit, if they are yet alive at the time of the
resurrection. If dead, they will be resurrected from
the grave with new, spirit bodies (I Thes. 4:14-17).

7. Was Jesus, with His spirit-composed body,
able to suddenly appear and disappear? Luke
24:36-37, 31. Was He able to pass through barriers
or walls? John 20:19. Can one composed of spirit
transform (or manifest) himself into mortal flesh
and bone if necessary? Luke 24:37-39.

CowtvtENT: When one becomes a spirit being, he
will also be able to perform all types of miraculous
feats as Christ did. Of course, as spirit-born mem-
bers of God's Family with the character of God, all
will be done according to the will of the Father
who will always be in charge over all.

8. Are spiritual bodies capable of traveling
through space at tremendous speed? Compare
John 20:L7, 19 with Matthew 28:9.

CowtwtENr: Notice that Christ traveled to the
Father in heaven and returned to earth on the
same day!

9. Once a person has been changed into spirit,
can he ever die again? Luke 20:35-36.

10. Was Jesus to be "glorified" after His resur-
rection? John L7:4-5; Heb. 2:9. How do Christ's
and the Father's glorified bodies appear when
manifested to human beings? Rev. 1:13-16. (The
"Son of Man" mentioned here is the glorified
Christ.)

CouuENT: Jesus Christ had a glorious, resplen-
dent, spiritual body that was equal to His Father's
before He took the human form. After His resur-
rection, He was restored to the same power and
glory. Even when manifested in a mere shadow of
its spiritual glory-so that mortal men might
receive some idea of its magnificence-Christ's glo-
rified, powerful spirit body radiates light as bright
as the sun!

11. Will God also "glorify" all of His spirit-
begotten children at the resurrection by giving
them this same great power and glory? Rom. 8:17;
Col. 3:4.

12. How did Jesus grve his disciples a fleeting
glimpse of this future glorified condition? Matt.
L7:l-2. What other scripture gives us an idea of the
future glorified state of those who shall be born
again at the resurrection? Dan. 12:2-3.

CotvttvtENr: The ultimate glory that spirit-begot-
ten children of God are to receive at the resurrec-
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tion will be so great, it will make them shine as the
brilliant stars of the heavens. All this can come
about only by having God's Spirit working within
us now!

(At this juncture it is recommended that you
review the material on pages l2-L5 of Lesson 8

regarding spiritual begettal, which we will now
summarize in the following section.)

Our Spiritual Creation Now
Possible!

In Lesson 8 we learned the biblical definition of
what it means to be "born again." We discovered
that true Christians are already-in this life-the
spiritual children of God the Father (I John 3:L-2).
But even though considered God's children, they
are now only heirs (Rom.8:14-17)-ones who
shall, in the future, become inheritors.

whv?
Because they are now only begotten children. It

is only when they are born of God that they
become inheritors of God's Kingdoffi, having
become divine, eternal members of the Family of
God.

Before the second phase of man's creation-our
spiritual creation-can begin, God the Father
must first beget each of us spiritually. Whenever
we become a begotten member of God's Famil y, at
that moment we receive a portion-a seed or
germ-of the Father's Holy Spirit. ". . . on the
Gentiles also was poured out the gift of the Holy
Spirit" (Acts 10:45). This glft is "poured out" from
the Father in heaven and, like physical life-giving
sperm, unites with the "human" spirit in each of our
minds upon conversion. (Recall that in lesson 5 we
studied the scriptures dealing with the "spirit in
man.") Each human mind is like the nucleus of an
egg with which the seed of the Holy Spirit unites.

Thus we are impregnated, so to speak, by the
"seed" or germ of eternal life (I Pet. 1:3-4,23; Jas.
1:18. As we learned in Lesson 8, "born again" in
I Peter L:23 should have been correctly rendered
" begotten again.") This impregnation is the beget-
tal of the spiritual life of God within our minds,
making us literal children of God (though yet
unborn), for we are going to be like our heav-
enly Father when finally born into His Family.

We also learned in Lesson 8 that the portion of
the Holy Spirit which a person may receive as a
begettal, does more than impart to us the possi-
bility of eternal life. It imparts to us character-
istics and attributes of the Almighty, the all-
powerful God the Father in heaven, just as the
physical sperm of a human father transmits the
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father's attributes to his newly conceived off-
spring. And just as a newly begotten physical
embryo must begin to grow in its mother's womb,
we also must begin to grow spiritually after being
begotten by God's Spirit.

If you are truly the kind of Christian described
in the Bible, then you are now a begotten child
of God. You were impregnated with the spiri-
tual germ or sperm of eternal life so you could
begin the process of spiritual growth. But you are
not yet born of God-not yet composed of spirit-
not yet immortal. And if you are not yet begotten
of God-a genuine Christian by Bible definition
(Rom. 8:9)-then you have not yet euen begun this
process!

Now let's look a little further into the matter of
spiritual growth, once an individual is begotten by
God's Holy Spirit.

Spiritual Growth

Before a spirit-begotten child of God can be
born into the divine Family of God, the Bible
shows he must grow spiritually. While still mortal,
he is to become more God-like-developi.rg more
and more of the very character of Jesus Christ.

Let's study the scriptures showing how this
miraculous change and growth can be accom-
plished.

1. Must spirit-begotten Christians change their
former ways of living which were contrary to
God's law? Rom. l2:l-2. What is this changi.,g
process producing in true Christians? Eph. 4:22-24.
Be sure to also read verses 25-32 of chapter 4, and
verses l-12 of chapter 5.

CowttvtENT: One's basic attitude of mind must be
changed-converted. This transformation is a tre-
mendous undertaking. It requires a miracle! The
receiving and indwelling of the Holy Spirit is the
power needed to help renew one's mind.

2. Therefore, are begotten Christians admon-
ished to grow spiritually? II Peter 3:18. Are they
to be like humble little children growing up-this
time spiritually? I Peter 2:L-2; Matt. 18:2-3.

CowtwtENT: As explained before, once we have
repented and received God's Spirit, divine life has
been begotten in our minds. Our spiritual life has
begun as a very small "seed" which must then
grow.

To grow spiritually, we must take in spiritual
nourishment. Just as the embryo in a mother's
womb must be nourished with life-giving food
through the placenta, so we must be nourished by
the Word of God . ". .. The words that I speak unto
you," said Jesus, "they are spirit, and they are life"

(John 6:63). Those words are recorded in the
Bible-and Jesus said we are to live by every word
of God (Matt. 4:4). We drink in these life-giving
words from the Bible through reading, studying
and meditating (thinkirg) on what we read.

We also absorb spiritual nourishment through
personal, intimate, daily contact with God in
prayer and through regular Christian fellowship
with God's other begotten children in His Church.
(More about this later.)

3. Are we to work toward developing the very
character of God? Matt. 5:48.

CotvtwtENT: Since it is impossible for any human
being (with the exception of Jesus Christ who
became mortal flesh and blood) to achieve abso-
lute spiritual perfection in this life, the obvious
intent of Jesus' statement is that we should striue
to become "perfect"-like our Father in heaven.

Only when born again at the resurrection will
this process be complete, for then we will actually
be perfect as the Father and Christ are now
(I John 3:2,9). But in the meantime, Jesus tells us
to striue toward that end, growing toward spiri-
tual perfection while still mortal beings!

But what, exactly, is spiritual growth? It is the
development of the spiritual character of God!
The impregnation of your mind by the Holy Spirit
will plant within you the seed of the divine nature
of God. It will make possible the development of
His character in you. Thus, once spirit-begotten,
we are to gradually grow to become more and
more like God in the way we think, act and do
things.

We develop the very character of God by
obeying Him, and by glrring of ourselves to others
in serving and helping our fellowman. This
kind of character is developed in Christians
through independent free choice combined with
learnitrg, experience, trial and test.

It is interesting to note that years of experience
with people of every social level and walk of life
have shown that every Christian who is truly
growing and developing in spiritual character has
his heart completely in the Work of God, which
the living Christ has called His servants to do as
His instruments. One's "works," therefore, also
include his part in helping to spread the good news
of Christ's true Gospel to all mankind (Matt.
24:14; 28:19-20).

4. According to the apostle Paul, whom must all
spirit-begotten Christians strive to emulate? Eph.
4:I5. What is to be the end result of this growing
process? Gal. 4:19; Eph. 4:13.

5. Will Christ "live" in a spirit-begotten Chris-
tian to help him grow spiritually? Col. l:27 -29;
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and the Spirit of Jesus Christ, which fills our
minds so we can grow spiritually, and be able to
resist sin by grving us the strength to overcome the
attitude of the devil which leads us to sin. This
begettal and growth through the Holy Spirit has
unfortunately never been understood by most
people.

Great Spiritual Benefits Now

We've already seen that many marvelous bless-
ings are made possible through the indwelling of
the Holy Spirit. But there are yet other great
benefits available through the Spirit of God.

1. Just how many things does God make avail-
able to spirit-begotten Christians through His
divine power? II Peter 1:3.

2. Can the human mind-having only the
"human" spirit which imparts only human under-
standing-understand the spiritual things of God?
I Cor. 2:9,14. What must be added before a person
can comprehend spiritually revealed knowledge?
Verses 10-13.

CotvtltENr: The Holy Spirit gives you the capac-
ity to understand and grasp spiritual concepts and
principles-the very truth of God!

In John 6:63 Christ revealed that His words are
spiritual in nature: "The words that I speak unto
you, they are spirit. . . ." God also revealed in
Romans 7:14 that His law is spiritual. Therefore
we see that the Bible and the laws and principles it
contains are spiritual in makeup. And spiritual
things cannof be comprehended by one who does
not possess the Spirit of God.

This is not to say the Bible cannot be understood
in an academic sense. Many are thoroughly familiar
with what it says-some can even recite large por-
tions of God's Word from memory. But God inspired
Paul to say that spiritual things are beyond the
comprehension of human intellect alone!

Spiritual things simply cannot be seen with the
eye, heard with the ear, felt with the hands. The
human mind, which can receive knowledge only
through these physical channels, can never really
comprehend spiritual concepts and principles
without the aid of God's Holy Spirit. The greatest
scientific and philosophical minds simply cannot
really come to know and understand spiritual
truths with their natural minds.

Just as surely as no animal brain-such as that
of a cow, for example-can comprehend or under-
stand human affairs, so no human mind can have
comprehension of spiritual things on the divine
plane unless and until it has received the Holy
Spirit of God!

Gal. 2:20; I John 4:2-4; Heb. 13:20-21. Exactly how
will Christ dwell in us? Phil. 1:191' 2:5; Rom. 8:8-
10; Titus 3:5-6.

CowtwtENT: Not only must the words of God
flow into our minds through Bible study, but spirit
must also flow into our minds. Recall that each
spirit-begotten Christian has received the Holy
Spirit of God, which united with the "human"
spirit that is in everyone's mind. That is what
begets ns. But that new spiritual life must grow
spiritually, much like the fetus in a mother's
womb-until it is finally born.

Added to the germ of spiritual life which pro-
ceeds from the Father there must be a continual
supply of Spirit sent from Jesus Christ (Phil. 1:19)
so that our minds can grow spiritually. Only in this
way can our minds become more and more spiri-
tual, growing toward the maturity of the spiritual
character of Christ.

Jesus Christ is the Word personifi,ed-Christ is
the Bible in action. If we have the "mind of
Christ"-if: Jesus Christ, so to speak, lives His life
in us by means of the Holy Spirit-we have at
hand the power to grow spiritually as we yield
to His Spirit. We have the capacity to grow toward
perfect, God-like character.

Let's draw another analogy to further under-
stand. The Spirit we may receive can be compared
to a current of electricity flowing through a light
bulb. We are that bulb. But there could be no light
without a filament inside of the bulb. The filament
is comparable to the spiritual seed from the
Father. The Spirit from Christ can be compared to
the electricity flowing through the filament. And
so as we receive more Spirit from Christ, w€ emit
more "spiritual light"!

The expression "filled with the Spirit" (Eph.
5:18) does not mean to be filled with emotional
manifestations which come from the flesh and not
from God's Spirit. It means that we are imbued
with the Spirit of God which is administered
through Jesus Christ in His office as High Priest.

Notice again how Paul explained this when he
addressed spirit-begotten Christians in the Church
at Rome: "But ye are not in the flesh"-not moti-
vated by fleshly passions-"but in the Spirit"-
motivated and guided by the Holy Spirit-"if so be
that the Spirit of God dwell in you"-that is, the
Holy Spirit from God the Father transmitting His
characteristics. But notice what Paul adds: "Now
if any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none
of his" (Rom. 8:9). He does not belong to Christ-
he is not a true Christian!

Paul was talking about the Holy Spirit from
God the Father which begets us as children of God,
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Without the Holy Spirit a person cannot really
understand the Bible. And so the average individ-
ual is hostile and unreceptive to the truth of God
and looks upon those who understand and practice
it as peculiar! As Paul said, spiritual things
are "foolishness" to the unconverted (I Cor.
2:14).

Before their conversion, God's begotten children
did not understand the Bible and God's way of life.
But then God began to drarp them (John 6:44) to
Christ by his Spirit-He began to grant certain
spiritual understanding. They were led to under-
stand the depths of true repentance. After baptism
and the receipt of the Spirit of begettal from the
Father and the Spirit of Christ, they began to
truly keep the laws of God and to comprehend and
understand their greatness. And the more they
yielded to God and His law, the greater became
their spiritual understanding. Notice what God
inspired David to write in this regard: "The fear of
the Lord is the beginning of wisdom: a good
understanding have all they that Do his com-
mandments (Ps. 111:10).

3. Is the "carnal" (fleshly) mind with which we
were all born therefore unable to comprehend the
true spiritual intent of God's law, and therefore
unable to obey it-unable to really love God and
man? Rom. 8:7-8; Jer. l7:9; Gal. 5:19-21.

4. But what are the capabilities of a spiritually
motivated mind? Rom. 8:6; Gal. 5:22-23. Will the
Holy Spirit in us grant us the strength to do good
works-to literally obey God? Phil. 2:13; Heb.
L3:20-21.

CowtwtENT: It is important to understand that
the Holy Spirit will not possess you as will a

demonic spirit being of the devil's kingdom. And
God's Spirit in you will not force you to live righ-
teously. But it will strengthen you spirituully, and
even physically when necess&ry, to do God's will as
you exert your will and determination to follow
God's Spirit as it leads you to see and understand
God's way.

5. Do begotten children of God also have direct
access to the Father and Christ in heaven? Eph.
2:13-t4, 18; Heb. 10:19-20; 4:L4-16. What are the
special advantages of this close relationship?
Matt. 2l:22; Heb. 4:16. Why may we receive what
we ask? I John 3:22-24; 5:14.

CopruENr: A Christian may come boldly to the
Father and Christ the Son in prayer to request
help in whatever form necess zty, and ca,n expect to
receiue it according to God's will, if he is striving to
please God in the way he conducts his life.

Divine guidance, intervention, wisdoh, under-
standitrB, inspiration, as well as protection, legiti-
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mate needs, and power to do God's will-all these
and more are available through cont act with God
as made possible by His Spirit.

6. In what other way does the Holy Spirit help a
Christian? Rom. 8:26-27.

7. Does God also grant His human instruments
the spiritual power needed to conduct His Work
on earth? Acts 1:8; Matt. 28:18-20.

CouruENr: The gift of the Holy Spirit provides
the power by which to carry out Christ's great
commission of preaching the Gospel to the world.
That power is active and working dynamically in
the collective body of Christians God has called to
do His end-time Work today!

The "Fruit of the Spirit"

Recall that the presence of God's Spirit in one's
mind, or the lack thereof, is the sole factor in
determining whether or not an individual is really
a Christian (Rom. 8:9). Therefore, it is imperative
that we understand just how the Holy Spirit is to
be manifested in a Christian's life.

1. Did Jesus Christ clearly indicate that a per-
son is known by his "fruits," or works? Matt. 7:20.
In what way did He characterize Himself, His
Father, and their followers? John 15:1-8. Does God
expect Christians to bear only a little fruit? Verses
5, 8.

CowtwtENT: This is the reason Christ calls and
chooses His disciples-/o bear fruit! "Ye have not
chosen ffi€, but I have chosen you, and ordained
you, that ye should go and bring forth fruit, and
that your fruit should remain . . ." (John 15:16).

Jesus was not talking about a momentary sen-
sual thrill or experience-coupled with a "testi-
mony"-that proves you are one of His. You must
be led by the Holy Spirit to be Christ's (Rom.
8:14), and bear spirih^ral fruit!

But what will God's Spirit lead and guide you to
do? What spiritual "fruit," or results, does the
Holy Spirit produce in one who is striving to do
the will of God?

Fruit is classified as the edible, usable portion of
a plant or vine. Christ is the "vine," and we-if we
are His begotten children-are the "branches."
Our fruit is what we produce as Christians that is
usable to Jesus Christ.

Now the good we produce comes from the
vine-from Christ! Let's understand. A vine pro-
duces grapes, not thorns. An apple tree produces
apples, not thistles. The vine determines what
fruit should be borne. By this simple analogy we
see that it is Christ who determines what kind of
fruit we should bear as Christians. That fruit is a
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should think or work no ill toward anyone, but
rather learn, develop, think on and act on a
profound concern and a fervent desire to serve
God and man.

Now that's a tall order! But over a period of
time-not all at once-you can begin to exhibit
this wonderful fruit in your life as you exercise
and use God's Holy Spirit.

The other fruits of the Spirit, mentioned by
Paul in Galatians 5:22-23 and which we will now
cover, amplify the attitude of love. They are sim-
ply added expressions of this divine love given to
an individual whom God begets with His Holy
Spirit.

6. What is the second fruit that Paul lists in
Galatians 5:22? Is it God's will that we be literally
filled with joy? Rom. 15:13.

CounnENT: Some people think of "joy" as the
end result of some kind of self-gratification-a new
toy, new cat, new girlfriend, new home, new baby,
etc. Physically speaking, when things go "your
w&y," the emotion you feel is " joy."

7. Does the Bible glve rich, deep meaning to this
vital fruit of God's Spirit? Luke l5:7, 10.

CouuENT: What causes the angels to have joy?
Is it something personal they receive? Is it adding
to or gratifying the self in some way? It is none of
these. Their joy is in seeing others receive some-
thing good for them-in this case as a result of
peoples' repentance, which eventually leads to
eternal Sonship in God's Kingdom. The angels
delight in seeing human beings begin to learn the
way of W that will result in the good, lasting,
permanent blessings of God's Kingdom.

8. What kind of joy does Jesus Christ experi-
ence? Heb. L2:2.

CotvtltENr: Christ was willing to suffer in antici-
pation of the real joy he would afterward experi-
ence in seeing fellow heirs born into God's
Kingdom. This was made possible only through
the sacrifice of His life!

"Joy" received from personal gratification is
only temporary. The car wears out, the ball game
is over, the baby grows up, the stomach empties.
None of these physical things-though perfectly
all right to enjoy for the time-can bring per-
manent, lasting joy. Christ and the righteous
angels receive joy from the outgoing giuing of
themselues to God and othersl This "kind" of joy
lasts for all eternity and does not require constant
bolstering and rejuvenating with more and more
objects and things.

9. What is the third fruit which God's Spirit will
manifest in a Christian's life? Gal. 5:22.

CorrrrENT: Peace of mind is what everyone

result of having the mind of Christ at work in us as

made possible by the Spirit of God.
2. How did the apostle Paul, who was inspired of

Christ, outline the fruit which the Holy Spirit
produces in a Christian? Gal. 5:22-23.

ColttvtENr: The Holy Spirit imparts to you the
traits of God's character. If we lack these charac-
teristics in our lives, then we are likely to be pro-
ducing many of the opposite fruits called the
"works of the flesh." These undesirable works are
described in Galatians 5:19-21. They include strife,
division, and various objectionable states of mind.
All the works of the flesh contribute to the general
misery and unhappiness of the individual, being
thoroughly unsatisfying and unfulfilling.

3. What is the very first fruit Paul lists? Gal.
5:22; Rom. 5:5. Is love the basic characteristic of
God's nature? I John 4:16. Is it the greatest
attribute God transmits to us by the Holy Spirit?
I Cor. 13:13. (Be sure to read all of chapter 13.)

CoutvtENT: The first and most important fruit of
God's Spirit dwelling in the minds and hearts of
converted human beings is LovE. It is not just
another form of human love, but the diuine loue
that comes directly from God!

4. Is this the same love that will enable us to
"fulfill"-to obey- God's laws? Rom. 13:10.

CovruENr: The love of God-imparted to
human beings by the Holy Spirit-runs down the
riverbed of God's law-the Ten Commandments.
It is manifested first of all in adoration and wor-
ship of God and literal obedience to Him; and then
in outgoing concern, compassion, kindness and ser-
vice toward other human beings (see Matt. 22:37 -

40).
The original Greek word for the word "love" (in

Gal. 5:22) is agape. In context it means devoted-
ness or kindly concern-an intense desire to serue
God and man. John said: "By this we know that
we love the children of God, when we love God,
and keep His commandments. For this is the loue
of God, that we keep his cornmandments . . ."
(I John 5:2-3).

Notice the two necessary elements: 1) love God,
and 2) love the children of God-human beings.

5. What is one of the principle ways in which
love manifests itself toward our neighbors? Rom.
13: 10.

CotvttvtENr: Did you notice that? The kind of
love imparted by God's Spirit works no ill to any-
body! Rather, God's love is just the opposite-a
deep concern and an intense desire to serve, help
and encourage others.

When you receive the Holy Spirit, this is the
very first fruit you should begin to show. You
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would like to have, but what so few really possess.

Many vainly attempt to achieve peace of mind
through escape into alcohol, other drugs, bizarre
activities, etc. A person who truly has peace of
mind has greater control over his emotions-even
in trying circumstances. He enjoys greater tran-
quility and calm, quiet serenity, together with
orderliness of mind.

10. Does peace of mind come from keeping the
Ten Commandments? Ps. 119:165.

CotuprENT: No one who consistently breaks
God's law can have real peace of mind. He will
have fears and frustrations, &s well as a guilty
conscience. Notice how David's words apply:

Does a thief have peace of mind when he sees a
police car driving by? Is he calm and serene? If
he's a good actor, he may appear to be outwardly,
but inside he is a seething caldron, hotly activated
by his adrenal glands. Always he has to be pre-
pared to run and escape. This man can never find
real peace unless and until he repents of-quITS-
breaking God's Ten Commandments, especially
the eighth!

A liar is no better off. He must continue to lie in
order to cover up the lies he has already told.
Solomon wrote: "Bread of deceit is sweet to a
man; but afterwards his mouth shall be filled with
gravel" (Prov. 20:17). The liar must always be on
the alert to avoid having to "eat his words." And
when he finally does, they will taste like gravel.
One can never have peace of mind with this type of
pressure weighing on him all the time.

The person who keeps God's laws knows he is
doing the right thing. His goals and purposes are
stabilized. His life isn't fraught with frustrations.
He has no guilty conscience. He is at peace with
God, with himself, and with his neighbor. He has
"the peace of God which passes all understanding"
(Phil. 4:7).

1 1. What is the fourth fruit of the Holy Spirit?
Gal. 5:22.

CowtwtENT: "Longsuffering" is an old English
word for patience. It is also forbearance and cle-
mency-which is the ability to have mercy. One
who is short-tempered and easily upset with the
faults and inabilities of others is inviting real
trouble for himself-physically as well as spiritu-
ally. Emotionally induced illnesses can result from
the lack of longsuffering.

Patience is that steadiness of mind by which
you wait for the result to be achieved. One who is
patient does not become frustrated because prob-
lems don't always lend themselves to immediate
solutions. Godly longsuffering (or patience) can
only corne from exercising the Holy Spirit.
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12. Is gentleness also an important fruit or
result of having the Holy Spirit? Gal. 5:22.

CotvtwtENT: Gentleness means first of all useful-
ness, then willingness, graciousness, affability-
one who obliges. A gentleman knows how to
attend to other people's needs; he has taken the
time to learn the social graces; he is courteous.

But gentleness is much more. Notice Paul's
statement to the Thessalonians: "But we were
gentle among you, even as a nurse cherisheth her
children" (I Thes.2:7). The apostle used this anal-
ogy to describe how he and others of God's minis-
ters dealt with the members of God's Church. A
nurse must be firm and loving, kind and sure, able
and compassionate-all at once! She must clothe,
feed, train, and clean up the messes of her charges.
It takes a qualified as well as a willing person to be
a good nurse.

The gentle person is willing to take extra steps
to look out for the needs of others. He or she is
willing to dirty the hands to do whatever is neces-
sary.

13. Is goodness also a remarkable attribute of
the Holy Spirit? Gal. 5:22.

CotvtwtENT: Goodness describes a person possess-
ing God-like qualities of virtue, uprightness and
true character. This fruit of the Holy Spirit could
probably be described as a summ ary fruit-sum-
ming up the character of a person who is exhib-
iting the other nine fruits listed by Paul, and as a
result is daily becoming more God-like.

14.Is faith one of the vital fruits of the Spirit of
God? Gal. 5:22. What is God's definition of
"faith"? Heb. 11:1. Did righteous men and women
of old possess this kind of faith? Read this entire
chapter.

CounaENT: Faith is the "substance"-ps1s
accurately the assurance or confidence-" of
things hoped for. . . ." Before you receive what
you hope for, you already have it in substance)
and that substance-that assurance or confidence
that you shall possess it-is faithl Faith is your
evidence that you shall have what you do not yet
see.

15. Is it possible to please God without faith?
Heb. 11:6. Must obedience to God and other good
works clearly accompany one's faith in order to
make it aliue and acceptable to God? Read James
2, verses L4-26.

CorunaENT: As Hebrews 11:6 explairs, faith
toward God is expressed in absolute recognition
that God exists and that He blesses the obedient.
This faith is acquired. You cannot cause yourself
to have that kind of faith through autosugges-
tion!
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16. Is the faith which all Christians must pos-

sess, and which comes as a free gift from God (Eph.
2:8) through the Holy Spirit, in reality the faith of
Jesus Christ? Phil. 3:9; Rom. 3:22.

17. Did Paul plainly state that Christ Iived in
him? Gal. 2:20. How did Christ live in him? Phil.
2:5; Rom. 8:9-10. Then did Paul live by the very
foith of Christ? Notice Galatians 2:20 once
again.

CorvrnaENr: Paul did not live by his own faith.
Jesus Christ dwelt in Paul through the Holy Spirit,
and the Spirit of God from Christ implanted in
Paul's mind the sarne kind of faith that can be in
your mind! That faith-the uery faith of Jesus
Christ-will enable you to live a life of obedience
to God as did the apostle Paul and all of the righ-
teous men and women of God.

If we were able, of ourselves, to supply the faith
to obey God, we would earn our own salvation. It
would be the result of self-righteousnesses that are
as "filthy rags" to God (Isa. 64:6).

But the above scriptures speak only of the faith
of Christ. Yes, Christ's faith-not your faith. And
Christ in us imparts His own strong faith to us that
trusts God to make our spiritual obedience possi-
ble, thus enabling us to please God. (Much more
about this Godly faith will be covered in the next
lesson.)

18. Wil meekness also be one of the traits of a
Spirit-led individual? Gal. 5:23. Who set an out-
standing example in this regard? Num. L2:3.

CorranaENT: Many falsely assume that meekness is

always synonymous with weakness. Before his con-
version, Moses was an arrogant and forceful indi-
vidual. But after his conversion he became so ded-
icated to God and filled with the Holy Spirit, he
was considered to be the meekest man on earth. No
longer did he seek to exalt himself, but became
lowly and humble in attitude.

When God was about to disinherit and destroy
the children of Israel because of their many rebel-
lions, Moses-in spite of many false personal accu-
sations against him-entreated God to save them
(Num. L4), and in meekness he instructed those
who "opposed themselves" (a required trait of a

servant of God-see II Tim. 2:24-25). A meek per-
son is not a revengeful person!

19. What is the last, and one of the least under-
stood fruits of the Holy Spirit mentioned by Paul?
Gal. 5:23.

ConanaENr: The world has often misunderstood the
meaning of the word "temperance." Temperance
does not mean abstinence! Temperance means self -

control, continence, self-go'oeirrment, modera-
tion-particularly in reference to sensual appetites.
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The proverbs of Solomon are replete with exhorta-
tions about temperance-a vital attribute of God's
Spirit which must also be exercised.

20. When one receives God's Holy Spirit, will
these precious fruits suddenly appear overnight-
almost all at once? II Peter 3:18; Matt. 5:48.

CorvrrvrENT: Fruit does not appear overnight on a
tree. It takes time, water, the nutrients of the soil
and sunlight to grow. Likewise, it takes time for
one to grow spiritually and manifest the "fruit of
the Spirit"!

21. How can a person start down the road
toward possessing the wonderful fruits imparted
by the Holy Spirit of God? Acts 2:38.

Spirit Must Be Used and Renewed

One is spiritually minded to the degree that he
produces the fruits of God's Spirit in his daily life.
But merely having the Spirit as a begettal will not
make you spiritually minded unless you draw on
and usE the Holy Spirit every day!

Let's notice how the example of the Corinthian
Church in Paul's day bears this out.

1. Were the members of the Church of God in
Corinth begotten by the Holy Spirit? I Cor. 3:16.
Yet were many of them not really showing the
fruit of God's Spirit? Verses 1-3.

CovttvtENT: Notice that Paul was addressing the
Church of God. They were converted. They were
the body of Christ, "brethren" with Paul. But they
were acting like the average man on the street
would act, conducting themselves in an unspiri-
tual manner. They had strifes and arguing, debat-
ing and contentions. There was division and party
spirit among them. These are some of the very
same things listed as the "works of the flesh" in
Galatians 5:19-21!

What was their problem? Since they were con-
uerted and had God's Spirit, which makes one a
member of the Church (I Cor. L2:13), why were
they producing these unspiritual, fleshly works?

2. Must the Holy Spirit be put to use? II Tim.
l:6-7.

CotvttvtENT: Even though the members at
Corinth had the Spirit as a begettal, they seemed
to have lost sight of the fact that it must be used
and drawn upon to produce its fruit. They were
producing works of the flesh-"doing what comes
naturally"-simply because they were not "stir-
ring up" the Spirit of Chrlsl and drawing on it to
produce the results of the mind of Christ! (Phil.
1:11.)

Another probable and perhaps obvious reason
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some were acting "carnal" was because they also
lacked a supply of the Spirit of Christ. Notice how
the following scriptures would bear this out.

3. Would Christ's analogy in John 7:37 -39

indicate that His Spirit flows into and out from
one? Notice also Isaiah 44:3; Jeremiah 17:13 and
John 4:10, 13-14 in this regard. (Recall from pre-
vious studies we learned that the "LoRD" referred
to in Isaiah 44 and Jeremiah 17 is none other than
the Christ of the New Testament before He
became a human being.)

4. Therefore, does one receive all at once enough
of the Spirit of Christ to last as long as he lives, or
must the "supply" be replenished every day? Phil.
1:19; II Cor. 4:16.

CotvtltENr: The Spirit of God, which is adminis-
tered by Christ, ts actiue-DyNAMtc! It is a moving
force that can't be bottled up within you. Jesus
compared it to living waters which come into !ou,
and then flow out from you in "good wo1[s"-love,
joy, peace, obedience, etc. It circulates like elec-
tricity in a complete circuit-from God, into you,
and then out from you as the "fruits of the Spirit,"
and then back to God.

Since the Spirit must flow into and out from us,
then obviously it must be continually supplied.
Therefore, the supply of the Holy Spirit must be
renewed in us daily through contact with God in
believing prayer (Luke 11:13). To put it in the
vernacular, our "spiritual battery" must be con-
tinually "charged up." We must daily "plug in" to
the powER souRcp. That source of the Holy Spirit
is GOD!

Not General Iy Available
Before Christ

1. Did God initially offer the first human beings
opportunity to receive His Holy Spirit? Gen. 2:8-9,
t6-L7.

CowtwtENT: Adam and Eve were freely offered
access to God's Holy Spirit and resultant eternal
life, which were symbolically represented by the
fruit of the "tree of life."

2. But from which tree did they choose to eat?
Gen. 3:3-7.

CowttvtENT: Though their Creator warned them
of the dire consequences of eating fruit from the
"tree of the knowledge of good and evil," Adam and
Eve were persuaded by the devil's clever argu-
ments to partake instead of the fruit that leads to
death!

3. What was their punishment for disobeying
God? Gen. 3:16-19. Were they denied further
access to the Holy Spirit? Verses 22-24.

Why You Need the Holy Spirit
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CONSEQUENCES OF SIN - Adam and Eve be-
ing driven from Eden and the "tree of life." They
were denied further access to the Holy Spirit be-
cause of disobeying their Creator.

CovruENT: God's express intention from the
beginning was to give man the Holy Spirit. It was
only after our first parents directly disobeyed a

specific command from their very Creator that the
Holy Spirit was denied. And so, it is truly axioma-
tic that God gives His Spirit only to those who
strive to obey Him (Acts 5:32).

4. Did our first parents' transgression set a pat-
tern for the entire human race? Rom. 5:12.

CoururENT: Had Adam and Eve partaken of the
tree in the Garden of Eden that represented God's
Holy Spirit-the "tree of [eternal] life"-they
would have been begotten of God, and ultimately
received eternal life, if they had continued to obey
God. But Adam and Eve had to desire the Spirit of
God and surrender themselves to God's will in
order to receive His Spirit- exactly as all must do
today. Instead, they chose not to receive the
Spirit. They listened to Satan and pursued the
way that leads only to death (Gen. 2:17). And
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knew that through the One who would come in
the human flesh to glve His life as a ransom for
many, they too would inherit eternal life.

8. Did God promise long ago that He would
again make His Spirit available to man? Ezek.
36:26-27. Will it make obedience to His laws pos-
sible? Same verses and Hebrews 8:8-11.

9. Did Jesus specifically promise that the Holy
Spirit would dwell in His disciples after His death?
John 14:16-19.

10. Is the way of salvation and receipt of the
Holy Spirit now open to all who are called by
God? John 6:44; Acts 10:43; 13:26; 2:38.

CouptENT: Today, all who are called of God can
have His life and characteristics as a very part of
their being, enabling them to overcome and grow
spiritually toward the Kingdom of God.

11. Will the knowledge of God and opportunity
to receive the Holy Spirit ultimately be made
available to eueryone? Isa. 11:9; Joel 2:28-2g.

Spirit Arrives On Pentecost

1. What did Jesus promise His disciples regard-
ing the receipt of power from heaven? Luke 24:49.
Where did He tell them to wait for this power?
Same verse and Acts 1:4-5, 8.

2. What miraculous display of power did the
Holy Spirit cause upon its initial arrival in Jerusa-
lem? Acts 2:l-12.

CowtwtENT: The Spirit of God came with a sound
as a mighty rushing wind; with the appearance of
divided-equally distributed-tongues of fire; it
filled the disciples, speaking through them in such
a manner that every man there from every nation
heard them in his own language! (The miracle was
in the hearing as well as in the speaking-verses
6, g).

3. What was the name of the day on which this
great display of the Holy Spirit's power occurred?
Acts 2:1.

CoruuENT: The word "pentecost" is a Greek
word meaning "fiftieth." The Holy Spirit came on
the day of Pentecost (a Sunday), fifty days after
Jesus' resurrection.

The sudden, spectacular and awe-inspiring
exhibit of divine power working within Christ's
disciples on that day of Pentecost heralded to the
whole world the beginning of the time when all
who would thirst for the Holy Spirit could receive
it.

It marked the beginning of the crowning act of
God's supreme creative work in man-the devel-
opment of Godly character. It was a forerunner of
the era foretold by God long ago when He said to

because of this sin, God withheld His Holy Spirit
of love and eternal life from mankind.

From the very moment mortal man disobeyed
God, he was cut off from access to the Spirit of
God and the grft of eternal life. Ever since then,
God has permitted man to go his own way, setting
apart 6,000 years during which He has allowed
mankind to learn the painful results of following
the dictates of the carnal mind. And mankind has
continued choosing the way of disobedience to
God (Rom. 3:23), which has resulted in untold
suffering and death!

An atonement, therefore, had to be made for
mankind-which was to be the sacrifice of Jesus
Christ approximately 4000 years later. In the
meantime, the Holy Spirit could not be offered to
mankind in general in the face of such unexpiated
disobedience. But there were some notable excep-
tions.

5. Did the Patriarchs and Prophets of antiquity
have access to the Holy Spirit? I Peter 1:10-11.

CoMMENT: Notice that "the Spirit of
Christ . . . \ryas in them." From Adam to Christ,
apparently none were called to spiritual salvation
except those called to perform a special mission,.
From Adam to Noah we have the record of Abel,
Enoch and Noah-some 1900 years! From Noah to
the calling of Israel out of Egypt there was Abra-
ham, Lot, Isaac, Jacob and Joseph. And then, of
course, there was Moses and a few others. These
few had the Holy Spirit and will be born into God's
Kingdom, 8s we're clearly told in Hebrews
chapter 11.

6. Did Caleb have the Holy Spirit too? Num.
L4:24,30. What about Joshua? Num. 27:18; Deut.
34:9.

7. Did the Patriarch and Prophet David also
possess the Spirit of Christ? I Sam. 16: 13.
(Remember that the "LoRD" was Christ.) What
did David say that further proves he did indeed
have the Spirit dwelling in him? Ps. 51:11.

CowtvtENT: Jesus Christ, before His human
birth, was the member of the Godhead who admin-
istered the Holy Spirit to all the faithful men of
old. He sent the Spirit to be in them-to grve them
faith and power. Notice: "And all these, though
well attested by their faith, did not receive what
was promised [God's Kingdom], since God had
foreseen something better for us, that apart from
us they should not be made perfect [at the first
resurrection]" (Heb. 11 :39-40, RSV).

Perhaps the New Testament "technicalities" of
how one is begotten and born into God's Kingdom
were not fully revealed to the Patriarchs and
Prophets as they are to us today. However, they
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His ancient nation Israel (and through it to the
whole world): "... the days come... that I will
make a new covenant with the House of Israel,
and with the House of Judah . . . I will put my law
in their inward parts, and write it in their
hearts . . ." (Jer. 31:31, 33).

This mighty manifestation of the Spirit marked
the coming of the power which God would use to
engrave His law within the hearts of those who
surrender themselves to Him. That is why God
made this such a spectacular and momentous
event. It was of tremendous import to all man-
kind, never to be forgotten and apparently never
to be repeated in the same way.

How to Receive the Holy Spirit

1. Is the Holy Spirit a gft from God? Acts 10:45;
II Tim. 1:6.

2. How readily will God grve us His Holy Spirit
today if we ask for it? Luke 11:10-13. But how do
we know God will hear us when we ask Him in
prayer? I John 3:22-24.

3. Are repentance and baptism clearly initial
steps in our obedience to God by which He is
bound to keep His promise to grve us (beget us by)
His Holy Spirit? Mark 1:14-15; Acts 2:38; 5:32.

CoUwIENT: Notice the stress placed upon obedi-
ence, upon submission to the will of God-to the
law of God. God will grve His Holy Spirit only to
those who have demonstrated-both by attihr,de
and actions-that they want to obey Him.

Jesus said, "Not my will, but thine be done"
(Luke 22:42). God wants to see a submissive, obe-
dient attitude in us before He gives us His Spirit.
How plain it is that the Holy Spirit is the spirit of
total submission and obedience to the Father. If
we surrender our wills unconditionally to God, He
will gaue us His Spirit!

The subjects of repentance and baptism were
covered thoroughly in Lessons 9 and 10. Suffice it
to say, by way of revi€w, that repentance means to
turn around and go the other way-to forsake all
of your ways which have been contrary to God's
law, and turn to God's way which is the way of
His law. To "believe the gospel" means to believe
the very message Jesus brought-the good news of
the coming Kingdom of God, which most
assuredly includes belief on Him as personal Sav-
ior.

God makes it very plain that no one who contin-
uously practices sin (as a way of life) will ever be
born into His universe-ruling family (Gal. 5:19-21).
All who desire to become born-again members of
God's Family and co-rulers with Jesus Christ in
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the Kingdom of God, must stop sinning now-stop
breaking His laws! All must RErENT of rebellion
against God; must desire and actually begin to
literally OBEY His Word, submitting to His authority
over their lives- keeping His commandments!

After belief and sincere, heartfelt, deep repen-
tance of sin, the next step toward becoming a
Christian is water baptism. Baptism is an outward
symbol of our repentance of our old sinful, dis-
obedient life-of our complete departure from our
old sinful way of living-and of our willingness
now to obey God in every way.

Once you have taken these two steps, then you
are unconditionally promised the Holy Spirit
through the laying on of hands of one of God's
called and chosen ministers.

God has bound Himself to perform His part if
you first perform yours. God says: ".. . You shall
receiue the gift of the Holy Spirit." It is an abso-
lute promise of God! There is no "perhaps,"
"probablyr" or "maybe." You wILL RECEIvE the
Holy Spirit because God promised it!

You can ask God thereafter to direct you,
through His Holy Spirit, to lead a new life in
conformity with His revealed Word-the Bible.

The Spirit and God's Church

1. Once we have truly repented, been baptized
and received the miraculous begettal of God's
Holy Spirit, do we automatically become part of a
"body"? I Cor. l2:L3. What body is Paul talking
about? Verse 27; Eph. L:22-23; Col. 1:18.

CowtwtENT: In I Corinthians L2, the apostle
Paul has drawn an analogy between the human
body and God's Church. And as we discovered in
Lesson 10, in verse 13 he is speaking about being
baptized-put into-the spiritual "body" or
Church of God.

Therefore, "joining" a group that calls itself a
church-having one's name on the membership
roll of some group-does not make one in true fact
a member of the Church Jesus founded. We can-
not become a part of the body of Christ by simply
making a decision to "attend" a church service.

The stamp of a member of the true church of
God is the begettal of the Holy Spirit. Those who
have not received this Spirit are simply not a part
of the true body of Christ-they are not real
Christians! (Rom. 8:9.) God promises His Spirit
only to those who repent of sin and are baptized
(Acts 2:38; 5:32).

But after we are baptized and begotten by God's
Spirit-what then?

2. What did Christ commission His ministers to
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do for those He has put in His Church? Matt.
28:19-20; John 2l:L5-17; I Peter 5:1-3. (Notice the
last three words of each of the three verses in John
2L.) For what purpose are God's ministers to
"feed" Christ's "sheep"? Eph. 4:11-15.

CotvttvtENT: God has set His called and chosen
ministers in His Church to "feed the flock" so they
may gro.D spirih^tally-"For the perfecting of the
saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of
the body of Christ [the Church of God]: Till we all
come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of
the Son of God, unto a perfecf [fully mature, full
grown] man, unto the measure of the stature of the
fulness of Christ" (Eph. 4:12-13).

As mentioned previously in Lesson 8, in the
human realm it is the father who begets children.
He does not "bring forth"; the mother does that,
later. After the father's part, which initiates the
process, there is always a lapse of time leading to
final birth. So just as a human mother feeds her
begotten child within her womb through the pla-
centa and umbilical cord, God's children are nour-
ished with spiritual food within His Church.

The parallel is very similar. Spiritually, God's
Church is the "mother" (Gal. 4:26) of all who have
been begotten by His Holy Spirit. Christ has given
His ministers the responsibility to instruct, teach
and counsel the members of the Church (Heb.
13:17). And as the human mother carries her
unborn baby in that part of her body where she
can best protect it from physical harm, the func-
tion of God's Church is to also protect the begot-
ten children of God from the false doctrines of
false ministers.

Through this "feeding" process, each Christian
receives the spiritual nourishment necessary to
grow spiritually until he or she is ready to be ac-
tually born at the resurrection as a very member in
the joyous, ruling Family of God!
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CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP - Worldwide Church
of God members at the Tucson Convention Cen-
ter. Besides attending regular local weekly wor-
ship services, tens of thousands of members around
the world gather at similar facilities for special
services every autumn.

Finding the True Church

We have just seen that the true Church of God
is that body of believers who individually have the
Holy Spirit. Therefore, this church is a spiritual
organism. And Jesus Christ is its head.

The true church understands God's plan of sal-
vation, and is fulfilling Christ's commission to
preach the true gospel as a witness to all nations.
And as we also learned, the church is nurturing
the spiritually begotten children of God whom He
has put into it.

Knowing this, it then becomes all important for
you to definitely locate the true body of Christ.

But exactly how does one go about finding
God's Church and His ministers? Just where is the
Church God is working through today?

Don't all of the churches of denominational
Christianity claim to be part of the true body of
Christ? Will any church say it is not the church
Jesus founded? Of course not!

What, then, are some of the signs that would
lead us to the true body of Christ?

1. Would the true Church of God follow Christ
by upholding God's law? Matt. 5:17; 19:17 -L9;
28:19-20; John 15:10. Would that Church be striv-
ing to literally keep the Ten Commandments of
God and other instructions of Christ? John L4:15;
Rev. 3:7-8; 12:17. (Chapter 12 of Revelation per-
sonifies God's true Church as a woman.)

CounaENT: The true Church upholds God's law.
It recognizes that God set in motion a law that, if
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obeyed, would bring humanity every good thing-
abundant well-being-a full life.

God's Church boldly proclaims that His law is

not done away, but has been spiritually expanded
by Christ (Isa. 42:21) to cover every aspect of
human activity.

The true Church says with David: "Thy word is

a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my path"
(Ps. 119:105). It recognizes that God's law is one of
His greatest gifts to mankind.

Very few churches today can claim to teach
obedience to euery one of God's Ten Command-
ments. Those few who do acknowledge these com-
mands refuse to obey other instructions of God
found in the Bible. So don't assume that a church
professing the name of God or Christ is necessarily
a church that literally obeys Christ !

2. Would God's Church be attempting to dis-
credit or devalue the Bible-relying on human
traditions and ideas for its principal doctrines? Or
would it deeply understand that the whole Bible-
Old Testament and New-is the true Word of
God? Luke 4:4; II Tim. 3:L5-17; 4:2; Isa. 8:20.

CotuprENT: The only "scriptures" accessible to
Timothy were books of the Old Testament. God's
Church believes all of the Bible to be inspired by
God. The true Church uses the Old Testament as

did Christ and the apostles, and believes it is also a
part of God's Word for us today. (Obviously it
must be understood in the light of the New Testa-
ment.)

We have briefly touched on only a few of the
unique characteristics of the true Church Jesus
built. Others may be readily discovered by
requesting our literature shown in the photo at
right. (Use the convenient card and envelope
enclosed with this lesson to request this free
literature. )

The Holy Spirit and You

Now let's be very specific as far as you are
concerned. How do you know when you are repen-
tant? How do you become baptized and receive
God's Holy Spirit? How can you come in contact
with one of the true ministers of God?

These basic questions have already been an-
swered in this and previous lessons. As most of you
students already know, God's ministers are within
reach of all areas of the United States, British
Commonwealth, Western Europe and much of the
rest of the world.

So if you really desire water baptism and the receipt
of God's Spirit-and/or you have further questions
which need to be answered-write and let us know if
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you would like to talk with the minister of the
Worldwide Church of God in your area.

Or if you would prefer faster service, simply pick
up the phone and dial this toll-free number in the
continentol United States: 800- 423-4444. (Stu-
dents in California, Alaska and Hawaii may call
2L3-577 -5225, collect.) And please be sure to rnen-
tion this lesson of the Ambassador College Bible
Correspondence Course.

Remember: when you do receive God's Holy
Spirit, you will begin to personally sense a remark-
ably thrilling change in your mind-your attitude
and approach toward life. And as you grow spiri-
tually, you will experience a steady perfection of
your character, a new insight in your understand-
irg, a rejuvenated zest for life and a fantastically
happy outlook toward the future!

ANSWERS TO QU!Z

1 -C 5-D 9-D 1 3-T 17 -l
2-D 6-D 1 0-C 14-T 1 8-J
3-A 7-B 1 1-F 15-F 19-C
4-C 8-C 12-F 16-F 20-D

Rate Yourself
1 9-20 correct
1 6-1 8 correct
1 3-1 5 correct

excelle nt
good

tair

: SUPPLEMENTARY RE'ADING ."

To request your free copies, use the
convenient coupon and envelope found

in this lesson.
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TEST YOUR MEMORY
This quiz is designed to help you remember important lacts
you learned in fhe lesson. You simply circle or underline
each correct answer. After you'ye tinished lfte fesl, check
your choices with the correcl answers listed on page 19, and

then rate yoursell.

1. The Holy Spirit A. is the "spirit in man."
B. is simply our "rnner consciousness." C. is
the spiritual life and nature of God that we may
receive from Him. D. is the spiritual power of
God that we were born with.

2. Who is a true Christian in God's sight?
A One who professes Christianity. B. Most church
goers today. C. Those who have been "born
again." D. Only those who have been begotten
by the Holy Spirit.

3. Why is it necessary to be begotten by God's
Spirit? A. Because spiritual life and growth in
us is impossible without spiritual begettal. B. lt
isn't necessary since we were already begotten
spiritually at birth. C. So we can live perfectly in
this life. D. So we can be born of God at the
same time.

4. What does the Father promise spirit-begotten
Christians? A. Just a slightly better life here and
now. B. Riches, power and glory in this
Iife. C. That He will one day change or raise
them to immortality, power and glory. D. Nir-
vana.

5. Which one of the following is true? A. Spiri-
tual concepts and principles are not beyond the
comprehension of human intellect alone.
B. The Bible cannot be understood in any re-
spect. C. Only the greatest minds can under-
stand spiritual truths with their natural
minds. D. The Holy Spirit gives one the capac-
ity to grasp the spiritually revealed truth of God.

6. How can one come to truly obey God? A. !t
isn't really possible. B. Through sheer human
willpower. C. Through the Holy Spirit which
forces you to obey. D. Through God's Spirit
which will grant you the spiritual faith and
strength to resist the devil and do God's will.

7. What is the love of God? A. Certainly not an
attribute of His Holy Spirit. B. The chief charac-
ter trait of God. C. lt definitely has nothing to
do with keeping His commandments. D. A sen-
timental feeling-another form of human love.

8. The true Church of God A. rejects the laws
of God. B. is not fulfilling Christ's commission
to preach the true gospel as a witness to all na-
tions. C. upholds His Ten Commandments and

strives to live by every word of God. D. is not in-
terested in the spiritual welfare of His spirit-be-
gotten children.

9. What makes one a member of the true
Church? A. Having one's name on its member-
ship roll. B. One's belief in Christ.
C. One's baptism in water. D. One's spiritual
begettal by the Holy Spirit.

10. What is the purpose for God's Church and
His ministry? A. To make the members feel
righteous. B. To take the members' tithes. C.
To help the members become more Christ-like,
and to protect them from the devil's false minis-
ters and doctrines. D. To make the members'
decisions for them.

TRUE OR FALSE

11. Since we can't become spiritually perfect in
this life, there is no use striving toward per-
fection. T F

12. We should expect today the special manifes-
tations of the Holy Spirit's arrival on the day of
Pentecost. TF
13. The "fruits of the Spirit" are manifested by
those who possess and use the Holy Spirit. T F

14. The Spirit of Jesus Christ in a true Christian
must be renewed daily to produce spiritual
"f ru it. " TF
15. There is no way to discern which is the true
Church of God today. T F

MATCHING

Draw a line lrom each phrase in the lelt-hand
column to the correctly related phrase in the

right-hand column.

16. Pentecost

17. "Ving"

18. "Germ"

19. Heirs

20. Joy

A. Born again
B. Agape
C. Spirit-begotten
D. Spiritual fruit
E. Parakletos
F. Spirit arrives
G. Spiritua! growth
H. Spirit of Christ
l. Jesus Christ
J. Spirit of begettal
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